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Principle Series: 
PhageNova Bio, Inc. is an early stage biotechnology company developing a unique approach to 
systemically administered targeted gene delivery for cancer. The core technology is based on 
engineered bacteriophage containing adeno-associated virus elements, that was developed at the 
MD Anderson Cancer Center by the Founders of the company, and is now being prepared to be part 
of a first-in-human clinical trial. 

 

http://www.phagenovabio.com/
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How is PhageNova Bio different from other companies focused on 
cancer treatment? 

PhageNova Bio's technology allows for preferential targeting of a gene therapy to a 
pre-determined specific location of the body, exclusive expression of the gene at 
that site, and without toxicities usually associated with gene therapy. In the 
company's first iteration of the program, it is targeting the blood vessels that feed 
cancer, and expressing TNF exclusively at the site of cancer. This all means that the 
company is targeting the gold standard of cancer therapy in a novel way by using a 
targeted gene expression technology to reach high efficacy at the site of tumor 
without off-target effects. 

Does PhageNova Bio have competition? 
There is no other company doing what PhageNova Bio is doing. The company will 
compete with gene therapy, viral therapy, and other biologic therapies. The key 
difference is that the PhageNova Bio technology is not associated with the same 
type of toxicity profile as those other programs, allows for targeted gene expression, 
and does not impact regions of the body that are not impacted by disease. 

What are the risks of PhageNova Bio? 
The company has always had two key risks as it entered development: 1) 
manufacturing and 2) clinical trial risk. Over the past year, the company has de-
risked manufacturing by hitting key milestones with the support of its contract 
manufacturing organization. The clinical trial risk will be mitigated by proper patient 
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screening and management, both of which the company is prepared to accomplish. 
PhageNova Bio's plan includes developing the program far enough so that a large 
biopharma company acquires the technology in multiple parallel paths to positively 
impact multiple indications. This includes the core technology supporting the P1 
program for solid tumors, and de-risking, through bench studies, an entire pipeline of 
technology. The company intends to begin enrolling a P1 clinical trial in 2021, after 
which it will begin having strategic discussions. 

 

 

Jason Rifkin & Renata Pasqualini, Ph.D., of PhageNova Bio 
Jason Rifkin, JD, MS, President & CEO has managed all aspects of early stage biotechnology 
company operations. Prior to his role at PhageNova, Jason was President of PreScience Labs, an 
early stage oncology company where he oversaw the build-up of a Phase I clinical trial program. Prior 
to joining PreScience, Jason held a number of executive clinical and commercial operations positions 
at Delcath Systems, Inc., a specialty pharmaceutical and medical device company focused on 
oncology. 

Renata Pasqualini, Ph.D., Chief Scientific Officer and Founder with 20+ years of biomedical research 
experience and experience with phage technologies. Pasqualini is a tenured Professor of Radiation 
Oncology, Division Chief,  Radiation Cancer Biology, Department of Radiation Oncology at the Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey, Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Rutgers Biomedical and Health 
Sciences, and a Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey  Chancellor Scholar. 

Contact Jason jrifkin@phagenovabio.com 

 

Alert & disclosure: The Coronavirus (COVID-19) has now been identified in New York City. During the 
outbreak of the virus, in order to protect the health of our friends members and staff. Family Office 
Insights, BavelasGroup LLC and all affiliates is following the recommendations of the CDC and suggest 
you do the same. Affected individuals should limit their exposure to everyone including fellow members 
and staff.  
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Affected individuals include members, non-members, guests, general population and staff who exhibit 
Coronavirus symptoms (including but not limited to fever, cough and shortness of breath), may have 
been exposed to the Coronavirus, or who have recently traveled to countries affected by the Coronavirus. 
Limiting exposure may include self-quarantining, avoiding common areas, and limiting close contact with 
others as much as possible. 

All are also encouraged to continue to engage in everyday preventative actions, including covering 
coughs and sneezes with a tissue, washing their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
(or using hand sanitizer), and cleaning frequently touched surfaces and objects daily using a regular 
household detergent and water. We DO NOT assume or accept any responsibility for the negligence or 
any action or inaction of anyone. As is our standard policy, we will with pleasure reschedule any service 
with best efforts issuing FOI services credit only. Please note it is your choice to participate or interact in 
any way with anyone and is your choice alone and you assume the responsibility thereof. Family Office 
Insights, BavelasGroup and/or an affiliates or assigns does not offer or give medical, financial or 
investment advice, or offer or suggest or recommend securities or any other invest for sale or otherwise, 
and is not a broker dealer. Anyone considering deployment of capital will likely be well served by seeking 
advice from a qualified professional. I love you. 
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